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This^ International Search Authority has found 3 inventions claimed in the International Application covered by the claims indicated 
below: 

Group 1, daim(s) 1-4, drawn to a nucleic acid vector encoding a selectable marker and comprising a sequence encoding a HML-2 
subgroup polypeptide operativeiy linked to a promoter. 



Group 2, claim(s) 24-28 drawn to a virus like particle comprising HML-2 gag polypeptides, and a first method of use as a medicament. 
Group 3 claim(s) 29, drawn to a second method of use of a virus like particle compming.HML-2 gag polypeptides, as a diagnostic. 



1 . This International Searching Authority considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of 
invention (Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated below: 

The inventions listed as Groups 1-3 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13. 1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

Independent claim 1, drawn to a nucleic acid vector encoding a selectable marker and comprising a sequence encoding a HML-2 
polypeptide operably linked to a promoter is anticipated by Boese et al (Oncogene 19:4328-4336, 2000) who taught expression vectors 
comprising each of HML-2 env, gag, and cORF, as well as a neomycin phosphotransferase expression cassette. See abstract and page 
4334, column 1, lines l-« of first full paragraph. As such, there can be no special technical feature, under PCT Rule 13.2, linking the 
claimed inventions. 

Regarding groups 2 and 3, 37 CFR 1.475(b) allows for the combination of a composition and a first method of use, but does not allow 
for combining a second method of use. In this case, the first method of use of the virus like particle is as a medicament in the treatment 
of disease and the second method of use is in diagnosis of disease. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearcha ble (Continuation of Item 1 off first sheet) 
This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 



i. OaimNos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



1 1 Claim Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to 
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. I I Claim Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with die second and third sentences of Rule 



6.4(a). 



Box n Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



[~~| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

| | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
payment of any additional fee. 

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search 

report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. £3 No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report 
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-4 



Remark on Protest 



□ 
□ 



The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 
No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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